Visual simulation - the Gorica area (part of an internationally protected Ramsar
site) if the urban plans, published as valid in the Official Gazette of the
Municipality of Ohrid in May 2025, are implemented.
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STOP for Unlawful Urbanization of the World Heritage Site Ohrid Region
Implementing organization: Front 21/42

Through a six-month SMART Balkans Ad hoc grant, Front 21/42 addressed the growing threat of unlawful
urbanization in the Natural and Cultural Heritage of the Ohrid Region. The organization investigated
serious legal violations related to the approval of several construction projects, including the controversial
Gorica tourist complex, revealing failures by authorities to comply with legal procedures and transparency
obligations.

During the project, Front 21/42 identified at least 10 unlawful urban plans and submitted three formal
complaints to relevant institutions, supported by 24 civil society organizations. The initiative also resulted
in the opening of an anti-corruption case before the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption.
Petitions signed by 25 NGOs were submitted to the Prime Minister and the Municipality of Ohrid
demanding the removal of illegal constructions and restoration of the protected area.

The project strengthened national and international civic engagement, mobilizing a platform of 40
organizations from across Europe. Public awareness was raised through extensive media coverage,
generating more than 90 articles highlighting threats to the region’s natural and cultural heritage. In
addition, Front 21/42 signed a cooperation memorandum with the Investigative Reporting Lab to support
two investigative stories on rule-of-law violations related to urban development in the Ohrid region.

Overall, the initiative reinforced legal accountability, increased public visibility of heritage protection
issues, and laid the groundwork for continued national and international advocacy to safeguard the Ohrid
World Heritage Site.

For more information, please visit our website : https://shorturl.at/erbg4 and or the FB page of the
organization: https://www.facebook.com/Front 21/42/
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